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The twentieth century was a century of  human rights. The international
community adopted the Universal Declaration of  Human Rights in 1948,
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International
Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights in 1966 and many other
important acts. In the latest theories of  social development, human rights are
among the most important values   of  modern civilization and the object of
international responsibility. Their protection is becoming a universal interest
protected by the states, international organizations, individuals and churches.

The Conference of  European Churches (CEC) has a long tradition of
promoting human rights. The beginnings date back to mid-1970s. 

The manual ‘European churches engaging in human rights - Present
challenges and training materials’ is edited by Mag. Elizabeta Kitanović and
published by the Church and Society Commission of  the Conference of
European Churches in 2012 in Brussels. It has two specificities. First, it draws on
the wealth of  knowledge and experience accumulated by European churches in
order to make it available as a source of  inspiration for others. Second, it is written
for churches, which want to involve more people in the active promotion of
human rights through training. 

The manual is divided to two main chapters. The first chapter entitled ‘Making
the World a Better Place - The churches Approach to Human Rights’ contains 18
short scientific articles addressing various aspects of  present human rights
discourse from a fair-based perspective. It explores relations between the church
and the state, church law and personal rights, church attitude on discrimination
and anti-discrimination as well as the legislation of  the Church of  Scotland. The
articles emphasize the importance of  the Bible as some kind of  a codified human
rights doctrine and importance of  research of  human rights for the church and
the church engagement in the area of  human rights. 
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An important place is given to the publishing engagement of  the church. A
significant role of  the Lutheran Federation and the World Council of  Churches,
which have published various works related to the theological position in the field
of  human rights, is noticed. The Lutheran World Federation and the World
Council of  Churches have documented various theological perspectives about
human rights.

An important part of  the first chapter is dedicated to the future of  human
rights after 9/11, politicisation and the double standards. It is truth that the events
after 9/11 have brought serious changes to the world politics, but national security
cannot be a pretext for serious violations of  human rights. The authors send a
clear message of  indivisibility and equality of  human rights. 

The second chapter is dedicated to engaging in human rights offering
‘Materials for Training, Workshops and Seminars’. This chapter contains six
general articles, which might be helpful in planning seminars and workshops on
development of  human rights. In addition, this chapter contains articles on
important human rights topics on the church agenda: freedom of  religion of
belief, equality and non-discrimination, migration, social rights and children’s
rights. These articles are divided into three parts - first, they show the theological
and biblical approach to the topic, then the legal approach and finally, they offer
proposals for action. The manual has a CD, which may help experts in presenting
and explaining the listed topics. 

The main motives for this manual were the new challenges for The
Conference of  European Churches, which have arisen since the end of  Cold War
and the process of  globalization that undermines the political participation of
large society sectors in the democratic process and their abilities to have a broader
influence on the state policy. The manual concludes that the church work for
human rights must not be pastoral and diaconal, but also prophetic. The Church
knowledge and a facilitated access to many government institutions enables them
to participate actively in human rights development pointing to all abuses and
offering effective solutions for the improvement of  human rights, as a very
important instrument of  international law.
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