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BOOK REVIEWS

INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION—PARLIAMENTARY
UNITED NATIONS

Milivojevi¢ Dr Zoran. (2013). Interpariamentarna ungja—Parlamentarne Ujedinjene nacije
[Inter-Parliamentary Union—Parliamentary United Nations], Beograd: Sluzbeni Glasnik.

The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) is the focal point for worldwide
parliamentary dialogue and works for peace and co-operation among peoples and
for the firm establishment of representative democracy. It was established in
1889 on the hundredth anniversary of the French Revolution, which can be
understood as a specific symbol of the place and role that the IPU holds in
international relations.

Today, the IPU is one of the oldest international organizations consisting of
165 national patliaments and 10 associate members (European Parliament,
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, etc.). The Republic of Serbia
has participated in the work of IPU since 1891 and in 1928, it became a full
member as the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. In 2011, the National
Assembly of the Republic of Serbia celebrated 120 years of successful and
continuous membership in this organization.

The book ‘Inter-Parliamentary Union—Parliamentary United Nations’ by the author
Mr. Zoran Milivojevi¢ (PhD), gives an overview of the historical and political
context in which IPU was created as well as the explanation of the specific
objectives of the organization and its functioning, especially in answering the new
challenges coming from the globalized world.

The complexity of the subject of the analysis requited a comprehensive
approach bearing in mind the place and role of the IPU in the system of
international relations. Through the overview of the scope of activities and
contents of the work of the IPU, the author gives us a broader picture of the
functioning of the IPU and stresses the need for further development of relations
among its members in order to improve the existing system of representative
democracy. The author is trying to give an answer to the question in which
direction the IPU will move in the future.

The whole book is divided into eight different thematic chapters: 1)The
explanation of the term and its legal nature in the system of international law;
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2)The position of the IPU in the system of international law; 3)The main bodies
of the IPU; 4)Areas of activity; 5) Concrete forms of effective engagement in the
areas of international law, global international relations and parliamentary
diplomacy; 6) The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) — ‘the
daughter organization’ of IPU; 7) The place and role of the IPU in the system of
international relations; 8) Relations between the IPU and the Republic of Serbia.
At the end, the author gives us an overview of the most important supporting
documents whose consideration is necessary for understanding of the
environment in which the IPU was established as well as the context in which the
IPU is developing and functioning today.

The author emphasizes that in exercising its statutory objectives and
competencies, the IPU undertakes a significant action on the international scene.
It has achieved international recognition through concrete and verified results so
far. Using relevant mechanisms and methodologies the IPU has succeeded in
improving the system of representative democracy and developing inter-
patliamentary cooperation.

Mr. Milivojevi¢ stresses out that the Inter-Parliamentary Union, as a subject of
international law and international relations, has a corresponding position in the
international community. At the same time, the status of the only global inter-
patliamentary organization determines the specific role of the IPU in the system
of international relations.

Starting from the specific character of contemporary international relations
and the perception of the role of the IPU, the author is especially focused on
analyzing the following terms and practices: 1) globalization; 2) the processes that
determine the character of the transition and the key changes in the international
community; 3) multilateralism, and 4) parliamentary diplomacy as a form of
diplomacy whose role is growing and which the IPU is exercising in practice.

The book “Inter-Parliamentary Union—Parliamentary United Nations’ by Mr. Zoran
Milivojevic is at the same time a significant contribution to the field of political
science and the field of law. A reason for that could be found in the fact that Mr.
Milivojevic has a significant scientific experience in this two fields and a decades-
long experience in diplomacy including different forms of inter-parliamentary
cooperation.

With this work, the author expresses the need for reaffirmation of the IPU
and its role. In that sense, his work at the theoretical level could contribute to the
expansion and deepening of the existing knowledge in this field. Bearing in mind
that the subject of the analysis has only partially and sporadically been explored
so far, this book could have a particular scientific importance in answering the
open questions in the field of inter-patliamentary cooperation. It is important to
be mentioned that the book ‘Inter-Parliamentary Union—Parliamentary United Nations’
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by Mr. Zoran Milivojevic¢ is the only work on this topic written in one of the
South Slavic languages.

At first place, this book should help parliamentarians to manage successfully
in patliamentary diplomacy, especially bearing in mind the fact that it represents
an important segment of international relations. But, this book is not only
addressed to parliamentarians. It has an educative character and can be useful for
all other relevant actors (decision-makers, CSOs, representatives of political
parties, etc.). This book paves the way to consolidated democracy and inter-
parliamentary dialogue.

Mr. Milivojevi¢ has opened some new questions for future researchers. This
work gives an open space and a good basis for further analysis and new findings
in the field of inter-patliamentary cooperation and more effective exercising of
representative democracy.

Dr Marko NIKOLIC



